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1928 Amsterdam Olympics
Country P W D L F

India
Netherlands
Germany

OLYMPISCHE
SPIELE - 1028

| IXEOLYMPIADE - AMSTERDAM - 1928
COMITE OLYMPIQUE HOLLANDAIS
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Members of the 1928 Indian Olympic Team :
Jaipal Singh (captain) (from London)

Broome Eric Pinniger (vice captain) (Punjab)
Shaukat Ali (Bengal)

Richard J. Allen (goalkeeper) (Bengal)

Dhyan Chand (United Provinces)

Maurice A. Gateley (Delhi)

William James Goodsir-Cullen (United Provinces)
Leslie C. Hammond (United Provinces)

Feroze Khan (Punjab)

George E. Marthins (United Provinces)

Rex A. O. Norris (Central Provinces)

Nawab of Pataudi (from London)

Michael E. Rocque (Central Provinces)
Frederick S. Seaman (United Provinces)

Kher Singh (Punjab)

Syed M. Yusuf (from London)

A.R. Rosser (manager) (Bengal)

1253:85 G0 a..!)o
8H&HE) g3 Sob







Bo&ee8 é’sc‘éo)&é&. ASSERIeTA w@o%éégmﬁ @53@5 s ISW
208 8 SEE50E® 58D BOASY)S 58 #8 B0
2653%068 Kwéﬁgﬁéo ©POAVID.  REVND (DS SPBEBRS
FSE08 DB BIdoze SrH@rAod. BBR Fods® HI)
PSRN OL P88 BISNS S Bored HNEICHTEOE
©HESD S8 8E 2.00H5)S® PSS (HHoT (Heen
LPR0E “B0B0HS CHPOHS 20T ADBRVS o5
58 8 308, ©otHE HH%Ew TRSBoED “@rsdad Er
FBo(Es DXEBIEDE” TP DB 0B,
11. 1932 o°% Q0RS) 2005

19325 Sone® ewS SIER) SKES0S lefativbei|
20005 r58ch #8 Sod HoFed s B8 Sryy
NEonoDIB.  BOSEKIMOL e B80S -(FPAYAS
eS’SéclBooewzéa QLoD 2.O0DE) %09 oo azéa&ggéoﬂo&.
© $cHIwS® GSSos @5@6’5 a&%K0aey $BOPS ©
K0 (FroBins® DBR nodar p¥ENS® H Ty,
& °6)S° FPFTH0H TrSSos BoHer BEHEHA FESD
8 Siigg 503 BP68 wb) G Bols*S 55 88:HB00KE.
BE® porh8S) grsdos 8 Ssray TSS08 B8 KB
R fetal PRQ0RD) 2.0008) 80588 3(;260 E0)0R0d.

B DoBND P8 So D Dored) s 8
Dragd 0% mepother Depotpon.  onTe O 8
S oo 2.00H5)% Hoddedod. 828 Eﬁagﬁ@&moé Soedd




SPAr) ©8oBEN0B. ) BEaegiornr JgBolds
BRI DE0HS aéa(ﬁ@émoé 28 S8 DS (Hese
08 DTegrd SPoBHIN grEE 58 Hlray GPA0NI6.
008 @Kﬁ@&moé 0BT &b JgBolds Horeros® Jowe
LA SoKEo Sob 8 wéy KHBoD BDCHE HE08° “aoeS
& 87 @ 8D () rrod) Sahisos® Hirey Te S8
o 8 ey HIEATR) DEWoHE 0b.

BE BENEPSY g B8 Ssrey ©fB8 Hod
6is5ee8® 9 Borrs 8 Diirag DL BE Ty DI
30208, JELSE HoBE DR ) I gopo 5%0) 08 SH
088 Hoerd IHSS 2508 TP DBHOE ErdS ameasind
roBtrey Deth. ©bErE e T Brrsthen L,
TR pti)ed Sr@R BP0l NI, o
[BHe (Hsedo a.,@o%’bg(\)é’s @‘@:3 &o eweso Bgoéeooébéa
Deore &8 BIPE Lrglodd VO™ &med. @ Forr HD
E5En&® 8% VTN F0eS ©x)) ool REHOD
DBODJB. & HBHe ©oABBoDS s HBE Qg erg08
a8’ eh DoBSE e.OoE S0 H0208.

R OB 205en30S 558 8 So Zew ENONNIY
e e é)fﬁ?gé’s S 008858, HorIRE&tSr, SoscoRews®
BS3e5 588 Srgued ©d, NOD S%er 08 PENOEL
HoroHod. 1932, @8 305 IO ©00seS
TRN0BS) SKEL0E 20.OoE) &S0 (PE0gisaszgom.
2.0005)S? griforr grss iy 43 305 223058 o8& 11-1
5853 B RODSH. & 255;35@38 g0l 4 ﬁsé“) B g0

308 S50 8% doh 3 ﬁsef“) Dk,




1932 Los Angeles Olympics

Medal Country P D L F

Gold India 35
Silver  Japan
Bronze USA
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Members of the 1932 Indian Olympic Team :
Lal Shah Bokhari (Captain)
Richard J. Allen (goalkeeper)
Syed Mohammed Jafar
Mohammed Aslam

Frank Brewin

Richard J. Carr

Dhyan Chand

Leslie C. Hammond

Arthur C. Hind

Masud Minhas

Broome Eric Pinniger
Gurmeet Singh Kullar

Roop Singh

Carlyle C. Tapsell

William Sullivan

1932 Tour statistics

Category Value
Total Matches
Goals For 338
Goals Against

Goal Scorers

Dhyan Chand - 133
Roop Singh - 94
Gurmit Singh - 55
R.J. Carr - 29

S. M. Jaffar - 18
Eric Pinniger - 5
Masud Minhas - 3
Sullivan - 1
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1936 Berlin Olympics
Medal Country P W

Gold India
Silver  Germany
Bronze Netherlands




Members of the 1936 Indian Olympic Team:
Dhyan Chand (captain)
Richard J. Allen (goalkeeper)
Ali Igtidar Shah Dara

Lionel C. Emmett

Paul Peter Fernandes

Joseph Galibardy

Earnest John Goodsir-Cullen
Mohammed Hussain

Syed Mohammed Jafar
Ahsan Mohammed Khan
Ahmed Sher Khan

Mirza Nasir-ud-din Masud
Cyril J. Mitchie

Babu Narsoo Nimal

Joseph Philips

Shabban Shahab-ud-din
Gurcharan Singh Garewal
Roop Singh

Carlyle C. Tapsell

Olympic Tour Statistics

Player Pre-Olympics Olympics Post-Olympics
S. M. Jaffar 2 3

Emmett 6
Ahmad Sher Khan -
Tapsell

Cullen

Peter Fernandes
Shahabuddin

Roop Singh

Dhyan Chand

A.l. S. Dara

TOTAL
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“You score goals like runs in "¢
cricket,” the legendary ¥
cricketer Sir Don Bradmanhad | =
said to Dhyan Chand. So | 2
impressed was he by his style |
after watching him play at

Adelaide in 1935
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Player Games Played
Goals Scored
Digvijay Singh 22
Lt. Dhyan Chand
61

PatA. Jansen 21
A. Shakoor 17
Kishan Lal 17
R. J. Carr 14
Gurbachan Singh
11

Rajagopal 18
Manna Singh 19
R. S. Gentle 25
Keshav Dutt 20
Maxie Vaz 22
B. Kapoor 20
Walter D’'Souza 26
Leo Pinto 12
R. Francis 16

1948 &5 wl@s &m6 TS $06




15. @§)8° oeb e oo

1922 S01&® GO (@i Bl S0
JeSee Do BS éﬁsegﬁé@‘géo& EoidefoTALSXAR
FesSB088% 19278 done® ‘erSy-arahs SFae
WOHHTND. @ HEDY Srg@erol B8 Hgeaset
OIS H8FH DY) worBE. 1932 Jons® o
Q0BG 2.D0BEH 3F) JinaDEe® “TrahE” ik
Do, SXard 1938 Hond® “esshoed e, 1942
Hons® oBmedorrd, 1943 Honsd “6@30@5”(?263,
1948 Sond® JgBold grsE BEoS® “THPS” o
Srowee.  SHard 1956 Hons® “had” Faek
o, TS0l Tk VHYS Dewd HB oD

©0&55E For wond “heb” HEASE Kod HHS
1956 Sone® H59 Do SPomed. TGRE0E Bew
FEDHBore Jaran Jean Kol Heab Jows, @én
558 wand HES® Frrden «f) #E Ersedhde
208 ©odTAD (Hiny FE Brrseddrr, 2.90DE
RS DEO[T 0.




16. rScirs® 8 &5 S56m oS $of
1956 Sones® 385D dZHoes Yrodd SSoard
Bt IHIS aﬁ%wééf R ﬁﬁo)é ) Sotk “&apaioe
oS EDoR” it e Vertd. ST o §Q sPeo
Few oFE 8§ O S5 HAVed. REFT 5SSl
e SEND EﬁPéJ;é &0 EOA Horero Hed S eﬁsgﬁoé‘s
&3 BenriE DB Lol DEDOWHBTNLD.

ToSH08, 3 HIrs S0 Hiw 8 @i
©oRd ©FE HIrs EY) 0HBS &

=




17.5%5R%508 5818 ef(@pairen

1. 5858 SmgSen ¢ &5 58 B668° Boky SmgSen
SEINPBIDT® DD, ©d ae 193385 Sond
DonoRss PSS S5S, BoKsd BOS aoodhBS® wgde
EeTat @%26) Soegd o FPoBS £,
2. $000 58 ety 3 grESSE ey 1928 Kook 1948
588 508 w0odE Sood® 1932 SodH)TH wey
©ERBDIOT TS0 @é’,)@%ﬁao“aa;é).
3. o508 gPSEtHS HARcho 3 TOHS &90355(36'5
BrESI0 2008 FEDHES Srobd rEEBaeds 8OA SO
$50%, 885E0S® (Hesen odore PYIBED  BenHTE
8802 &Poerone® BHAS BB NenHoEd wDSoLSen
Beo)erd (Hesen TrEEKG0.
4. B3PS epd¥o s &% 19365 058D BES
2,005 P AF & BOVS Dsicho.
5. o508 siDs Eorstah ¢ S8 1935 Sonst
ODO 8 8 ([0S (g (B3¢ Eremtigs woi
EPEDHS T @685 SR “dd (88¢58° Dorben BB
588 7P SammBoen” dyohore $9) @dbossen BOD.
OIPLD 3ZBO L 8¢’ B08P5%0 228A08.
6. @9630 3P0 DA ¢

1. 956 dkos® moros $ado PO e.00E)
S0tH  PSIENSL0 IDEe oS0 3 ?




2. 1928 oo e.eoodf) Sowh grsd #8 do
ST SgHeP)  eaDaPSROR B BLDHOTE VW PSS,
[ —0 [ -

358° esidHone dpSEE?

1950 Sons® $5@HS° e85 é@dﬁ)@i}és
Resb gRE08 0B <hesb S0T)R0R




18. (Hgh&s 1900 O widdes

GesSS0s 83 22 DY) (1926-1948) 588 385&°
Dossms® O 58 Borsrthrd BolyBSkose SomgtS) S
(©5505 g8 BPomrd. (5008 HETerSH 1B e, (88¢55
o8 @rES st | 5888 gSisol weroBar. P8EES
DIH DJew ®oBHE1S TYSB0EE grIE(HehEo 1956
éo&ééé(gézﬁmi‘s ‘K)Cﬁée;fova’qag’ @@6858 880008 ©9e™N
auSSEnCTARBSTAtY Eégo@ éoééa:ﬁwm 1980, &oa%4d
TSHD LS oy B &I B3PS ey D DB
Do0d. 1994 }6026&%6261363 gPBE ($80&E0 T8 22Hos
8o Bo 658880 m ($8 LosEBo erg 293
25588 el Velnletaelal

1952% K038)850S° 8 ) @o& FQBo, MR T
apSIvela ‘2?’0‘5053{56@@63 “B 5" 098 HIBo DES [HiHBomB.
BT 8 Srrsther B8 FRSQB™ DE0rt. D
3d0e® 2.8 DB ) 565 6 TS5ob 8 Kot Ko a8
OGP TERE08 Berd(isPR) Teeord Deden, TeeniHd ﬁé‘z’gg‘\)@s
DNER bci)émé)@éa. 9ewn é&é@@é 62?20(3@‘5263, Wé&@@‘s@,
o[ BBES B85 Bers® gogSSos BerE SO
DoV, @0 RSB0E D rEdh e 365
é&cgé@o@s ODOBBAIB.




198068° 588 Sare oy aedd BSggore
50 $08 D D DS Barer DY

B RRRA

€919 9=¢ DHYAN CHAND

T3 feeait NEW CELHI
e F==80 -l

megs $0& S HBSHo 3:63?0@26& 208T° Pod




SIS JI33S S8 'é&d&o
5508 588 (B’ Srhl DIL §B 1HGoHT S
($g080  SgBHE% IS 8 Jaahodn “TSBos
S8 98 Jadon Sromdo. 19508° Segads S

é&cﬁaoé’% Bo& 20&BE K8 %'Séawen DT om. 280 25

Ho H0d (DFHes Bred so8ose FHLo Lo, &

'cseg&oﬁ)o 19518° e Edod w80 Bod. B
20108° 255859 =838 Bo #8 SrgSen motHs®

&6ﬁ?633°&033.




TSEos (B omeden

GeES(HghEY D SN wdbaey 28 2002
oS BEm H08 ErrsdonH 85 8o ©ATHo 8ok
pSSIRTeTA D8 &S 508 @C? TR IOEY)0b. &
©8) [Bod Q0PI 08 oFf argle JKEH Kok
B80K HEeQ) worETd. (B8 $osBBEw 8uh Em
BIF S50 Besd 288 88D B eartes® S SKos
o oo woliETD.

SRS 585 ([FPo&e® SOENES TS
Zo& JsSo




19. Sodeso

9&6{35 @5@68 wéé&:ééa:é&mgﬁéo& S08e528 S00d
&%’ 1976 2058)508° SrochHS a.D0nEE® s
$38ety @t @orrd HBZo FHoSTERET Ireore
DESPRHOE BIezBRBSL0 sesRgorr dos® ée)o?ﬁé?oo&.
@0t TsSE06 e50 B SODE wiven grEBaES
2B QD SHIT? T ©HSTSD. soNg FangD
PGS 8 0IF EHHHH ©HBHOBIT” © &S
©OHIrTR) B0 S, S'°26?35 g6 DEEy E°EH
©5B080T aSeosts &P DEES 2099, 267;@@@5% EPOND
Slevsyel wgﬁzﬁoc% D800 BOADHA sFR)ES eob e

2385 TR BLrawomrd. @b KHDS T2 HEE
B0 FRYeS e HBRBI HBOY, TESE0l FEED
DS DO HB0D), FHoND Dasdire KHB0D HASBore

(o80T, ©b $H) DRHo BenER) RS deyod
B BP0 BeOHE BHaE TgRS0bD YRS D
BePo00TOED. @é&@é 2’66?&)@ QRvoDok. S°§5‘35 56
B0 %08 TRBos Bkre®s ST SR Sad
1979 K058)850 &R0d 35 BOI Hb TG HOSD.
BAS® gr58oH 58 ©BHHHEY SEtionod. edhd
©oggEaden B HyHoTHI Bt &88S 558 [Fo&s®
a3Brrom. GRRT0s Q)88 DFHOrT KX BerASY
Doy B,




PO I0R Brénoedsn
DDOTS DIRBTROD 588 Emesote HosHD

208308 08086 ob 58
(GR,S08 B0 : ©9,6° 588 Eresetineso)

J BIen200H
H07eHH0H @3511505
DOTEES  BODTDEED

RDOGKE BoDToB0EE) B0 BISSIe0Esd
(1932, 1936 29008
(1928, 1932, 1936
ﬁgaatsa'jg)
2008 fﬁega)css)é

BodJe800

2B RBIPO
(B0 588 Hob)
PO 206
(558 85:5)

. 08 BOed
(©qe5)
&858 5055
(o8& 588 Hosod)
TB50NT Boa7ed
(o8B 588 Hosod)
BBosE 2ob
(e 588 Hoo5)




s8OS GsS So8 ISP

.-_-l. et .-




(53005 (Har5E Doed FrSE 58 (Errsrthen
g0 P08 $0Bako 2S5 208 HJHE

2.00DHE) 28805 %88 o 3285655 g0 o8




F°sS So08 e8P IB%e (Hdoden

Inter-Provincial tournament, 1928
The Statesman of Kolkata:

“The UP team was leading by three goals to one, and there was only a
minute left for play. Hopeless as the situation looked, Punjab never
gave up trying, and scored a goal to reduce the arrears to one. The
spectators applauded the goal, but only half-heartedly, as if paying trib-
ute to a plucky side who they thought were fighting in vain. Indeed,
there did not seem to be time for another goal. But Feroze Khan, the
Punjab centre-forward, shot away for the UP goal straight from the
bully-off, went through the opposing defence and had the ball in the net
before anyone quite realized what was happening.

The outstanding forward on the field was Dhyan Chand, the UP cen-
tre-forward, who is likely to be chosen for the Indian team that is to
visit England and play in the Olympic Games in Amsterdam. Dhyan
Chand, in addition to his brilliant stickwork, was the main spring of his
side’s attack. The opposing centre-half, Eric Pinniger, was unable to
hold Dhyan Chand in check, though he was very efficient when tack-
ling the other attackers.

The crowd had been waiting for Dhyan Chand to get going, and pres-
ently they were rewarded. There came the period when Dhyan Chand
demonstrated that as a centre-forward he has few equals. His drib-
bling was of the irresistible variety. He seemed to be able to pass oppo-
nent after opponent at will.”

“Dhyan Chand was giving judicious passes to his colleagues and Sea-
man, the outside-left, was playing a fine game. The close attention
being paid to Dhyan Chand, although serving to keep that remarkable
player more or less in confinement, weakened the watch on the re-
mainder of the UP forward line. This flaw in the Punjab defence finally
led to their undoing.

Dhyan Chand was playing the right game, being content to search for
openings without trying to do too much on his own. He thus played a
big part in the revival of his side’s attack in the second half.”




Inter-Provincial tournament, 1928 Final,
The Statesman of Kolkata:

“The United Provinces were the most impressive side of the five teams
which have taken part in the tournament, and they fully deserved their
success. UP won the final virtually in the first seven minutes when
they scored two goals.

The UP forward line moved with precision and smoothness in all the
matches, and that played a very big part in their success in the tourna-
ment. Dhyan Chand as the centre-forward, and Marthins, their inside-
right, were particularly happy in their understanding of each other. Dhyan
Chand attracted much attention by his clever stickwork. His penetrat-
ing runs and judicious passes seemed to assure for him a position in the
team that is to take part in the Olympic Games.

Quite early in the game, it became evident that Dhyan Chand was
again at his best. In combination with Marthins he took the ball away
to the right and Marthins did well to give him a good pass. Quick as
lightning, Dhyan Chand shot a goal. The ball struck one of the defend-
ers’ stick and went into the net, giving goalkeeper Collie no chance. A
goal within 3 minutes of the start was more than what the most opti-
mistic of the UP supporters could expect. At the interval, UP led by
three goals to nil.

On their part, Rajputana put every ounce of their efforts to score. The
UP goal had more than one narrow escape, but they were deserving
winners of a fine exhibition match. UP 3 - Rajputana 1.”

Seé SBrgg HIFtE Moy SolBdosto

There was one more attempt made by the IHF to raise funds, but
unfortunately it did not materialise.

In those days the political atmosphere in the country was at a high
pitch. Gandhiji was then in Simla, engaged in talks with Lord Irwin.
Someone suggested that if Gandhiji gave his blessings to India’s par-
ticipation in the Olympiad, and consent to an appeal issued in his
name, the question of finance would be easily solved.




Mr. Charles Newham was then in Simla in a professional capacity as
a journalist. The IHF entrusted Newham with the task of approach-
ing the Mahatma. With great difficulty, Newham succeeded in meet-
ing Gandhiji amidst his hectic political activities and explained his mis-
sion.

Gandhiji in his own characteristic way asked Newham, “What is
hockey?” A crest-fallen Newham had to return home, his mission
unsuccessful.

The Mahatma was so engrossed in political problems and in the free-
dom movement of our country, that he had little time to devote to
things like cinema or hockey or cricket. I have no doubt that had Mr.
Newham succeeded in his mission, more than enough money would
have been available for the tour.

Alocal paper of Los Angeles wrote: 1932

“All the colour, glamour and pageantry of Rudyard
Kipling’s India might well have found its incarnation
in the personnel of the Indian hockey team, which is
to represent the land of Mahatma Gandhi.

So agile are the members of the team that they can
run the full length of the hockey field, juggling a
small wooden ball with the flat of a hockey stick.

One who knows nothing of the rigours of hockey
should take a warning here. Don’t get in the line of
fire on a hockey field, for the hockey ball, driven by
a forehand or a backhand, is almost as deadly and
as accurate as a cannon ball.

Should one doubt this, just let them watch the
Indian players in their daily practice on the turf of
the University.”




One Los Angeles paper commenting on the final observed: “The All-
India field hockey team, which G. D. Sondhi had brought to Los An-
geles to defend their 1928 title, was a typhoon out of the east, as it
trampled under its feet and all but shoved out of the Olympic stadium
the 11 representing the United States.”

OnJuly 17 we faced a German international side in a practice match.
It was played in Berlin and we lost by one goal to four. As long as |
live, I shall never forget this match or get over the shock of defeat
which still rankles in me. Hitler’s Germany had made great strides in
their game.

The Hindu’s Special Correspondent wrote, “The visitors played their
first training match on Friday against a German Olympic team, and
were badly beaten. The result of this match was not to be counted as
it was a private match for the purposes of the Indian team’s training.
Nevertheless, it appeared to the Indian team that German hockey had
improved immensely, and with no regular inside-right, and with Masud
not playing in his usual form, it will be anybody’s game if India meets
Germany in the final. The members of the team were therefore insis-
tent that an inside-right be flown in from India, and also Pinniger. This
was the reason why an S. O. S. was sent to India.”

F5S S08 HyahSBEE’ 8% S8 e deasren
“Bombay received us at the Ballard Pier with only two of its represen-
tatives - Mr. Behram Doctor of the Bombay Hockey Association and
Mr. Mukherjee of the Bombay Olympic Association. At the railway
stations in Germany, we had to be escorted by cordons of volunteers
for fear of being squeezed in by enthusiasts .... while in India, the land
of our birth, we were welcomed by only two of her sons .... Rain
came in big drops as we were landing as a benevolent gesture of wel-
come from the heavens, and also showing the citizens of Bombay the
state of our feelings of being neglected.”

In my opinion, of the four Olympic teams that India sent out (1928 -
1948) the best combination was that of 1932. Of course, | do not say
for amoment that the 1932 team was composed of the best players,
but as a team it was easily the best.




the best hockey team that India could raise during this period was:

. Goalkeeper: R.J. Allen (Bengal)
e Backs: C. Tapsell (Bengal), Ghazanfar (United Provinces)
o Half-Backs: R. Norris (Central Provinces), Eric Pinniger
(Punjab), Joe Gallibardy (Bengal)
Forwards: R. J. Carr (Bengal), A. 1. S. Dara (Punjab),
Dhyan Chand (Army), Roop Singh (United Provinces), S.
M. Jaffar (Punjab)

“To Captain Dhyan Chand from BHA in recognition of his
unique services for the cause of world hockey”. | am taking the
liberty of reproducing here what was written in a Kolkata daily:

“Mr. Fletcher observed that this was the last
occasion when Kolkata would have the pleasure of
seeing one of India’s most outstanding sportsman in
action. Captain Dhyan Chand is acknowledged as
the finest centre-forward the game has every seen.
His outstanding skill and artistry are world famous,
and there is little doubt that if a vote were to be
taken, he would unanimously be elected as India’s
most popular sportsman.

His success and brilliance on the field of play have
never effected his quiet and friendly demeanour off
it. He has been a great player and a captain and a
great ambassador of this country in whatever part
of the world he has travelled.

When we sent a touring side to New Zealand in
1935, a photograph was taken in Australia of
Captain Dhyan Chand and Donald Bradman, each
of whom was described as supreme in his own
particular game. What Don Bradman is to Australia
and to world cricket, Dhyan Chand is to India and
world hockey. Indeed his fame is worldwide, as
hockey is known in many more countries and
continents than cricket.”




A charming farewell message was received from Georg Evers, presi-
dent of the Deutsch Hockey Bund and the International Hockey
Federation which said:

“You and your boys have done wonderfully to foster the game of
hockey in our country. I hope that you will return to Indian with good
impressions and with the same feeling of friendship to the German
hockey players as we feel towards you ... Tell them how much we all
admired the skill and artful performance of the perfect hockey they
have shown us.”

When he was selected for Olympic captaincy in 1936, Dhyan Chand
was thrilled beyond measure. He said, “My selection for the first
Olympic team in 1928 did not give any thrill because it was expected,
but selection as captain for India was least expected by me.”

TS $08 wedhD (Hlogoe (HIoben

Pakistani player Ali Igditar Shah Dara praised him as the “one who

employed the minimum of perspiration and the maximum of
inspiration.”

There was another incident when during a match one of the players,
Dhyan Chand, passed the ball to K.D. Singh. Dhyan Chand then
turned his back and walked away. When Singh later asked the rea-
son for his strange behaviour he replied, “If you could not geta goal
from that pass, you do not deserve to be on my team.”

Once a seasoned rugby follower said after watching Dhyan Chand
inmotion during one of his New Zealand tours, “After watching his
play, which involves such perfectly graceful and coherent ~ move-
ment, the game of rugby looks like many cows let looseon the field.”

“No Dhyan Chand, no team please.”




In Vienna a symbolic statue of the great player - with four arms and
four sticks, as if declaring to the world that it was next to impossible
for amere mortal to stand up against Dhyan Chand - was built.

Rifaquat Ali, then a junior officer in the National Institute of Sports,
Patiala, where Dhyan Chand worked as chief coach observed, “Hitler
was so enamoured by the craftsmanship of the Indian ace that he
invited the entire Indian team to dinner and offered the hockey wizard
the title of Field Marshal if he migrated to Germany. He turned down
the offer.”

Swami Jagan Nath , Coach NIS Patiala

“Itis a pleasure to watch a man like Dhyan Chand performing fine
eel-like movements, as quick and graceful as those of a leopard, and
cleverly but wittingly dodging past his opponents.”

“You score goals like runs in cricket,” the legendary cricketer Sir
Don Bradman had said to Dhyan Chand. So impressed was he by his
style after watching him play at Adelaide in 1935

The Japanese suspected that his stick was made of glue; in fact Hitler
even wanted to purchase his stick; an European player even broke
his stick to see if there was any magnate inside; Hitler invited him to
join hisarmy... and so on. These stories are hard to prove but are fine
indicators of his image.
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Kalam presenting Dhyan Chand Award 2002 to Ms. Aparna
Ghosh for her lifetime achievement and contributions to the
promotion of Basketball at a glittering ceremony at Rashtrapati
Bhawan in New Delhi on August 29, 2002 (Thursday).
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Athletics
2004 Brig. (Retd.) Labh Singh

2004 Sh. Mehendale Digamber Parshuram (PH)
2006 Shri Uday K. Prabhu

Basketball

2002 Ms Aparna Ghosh

2003 Shri Ram Kumar

Billiards and Snooker

2004 Manoj Kumar Kothari

2005 Shri Manoj Kumar Kothari

Boxing

2002 Shri Shahuraj V. Birajdar

Hockey

2002 Shri Ashok Diwan

2003 Shri Charles Cornelius

2003 Shri Dharm Singh Maan

2004 Sh. Hardyal Singh

2005 Shri Rajinder Singh

2006 Commander Nandy Singh

2007 Shri Varinder Singh

Kabaddi

2007 Shri Shamsher Singh

Rowing

2003 Ms. Smita Shirole Yadav

Volleyball

2003 Shri Om Prakash

Wrestling

2005 Shri Maruti Dnyanu Mane (Patil)
2006 Shri Harish Chandra M. Birajdar
2007 Shri Rajendra Singh
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